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2^th August, 1886.
MY DEAR COMRADES,
The recent visit of Commissioner Tucker and his
brethren to this country, and the enquiries which that visit
has stimulated, have greatly increased the interest and
affection felt by myself and fellow-workers in the vast
populations of your country.
The first proof of this interest is to be found in the money
that has been contributed, and far more so in the devoted
band of Officers, selected from among the most intelligent
and self-sacrificing that we possess, who, while I write this,
are on their way to Ceylon; and if the immediate results
accomplished are in any way equal to the promise and
the interest already awakened, the sympathy felt, and the
help contributed, will go on increasing in the future.
That it may be so I want to point out my own clear
impressions as to the methods that should' be followed in
carrying on the Indian War.
First, one thing is clear and incontrovertible, and that
is, that the Mission of The Salvation Army in India is to
its non-Christian populations. To raise and bless these is
its work. For their miseries and sins we believe we have a
remedy, and to reach them with it is our primary duty.
The other populations, that is the European, Eurasian
and Native Christian, may need us as much, perhaps more
so, inasmuch as guilt is in proportion to the measure of
light possessed, and there is no doubt that these classes
enjoy much more light than the non-Christians, and are
therefore much more guilty before God, and in danger of
much deeper damnation. Still, in consideration of their
vast numbers, and the long night of sorrow and tears
under which they have groaned, the non-Christians have
by far the strongest claims upon our compassion. And
to effect their deliverance, and bring Salvation to their
ears and hearts, The Army is directly sent. Go, my
comrades! Benefit the other classes, if possible, as you
pass along, and form Branch Armies of European and